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Good morning, everyone.

| am Atsuko Muraki of the Japan National Council of Social Welfare.
Before | begin, | would like to express my deepest condolences to
those who lost their lives in the 2026 Kumamoto Earthquake, the
Chiba Heavy Rain disaster, and the recent typhoons, and offer my
heartfelt sympathies to all those affected.

The 53rd international home care and rehabilitation exhibition
HCR 2026 has attracted participation of 378 companies and
associations from 10 countries and two regions. We are truly
delighted as the organizers to be able to hold the international
exhibition.

Today, Mr. Tadayuki Mizutani, General Manager of Department of
Health and Welfare for Persons with Disabilities, Ministry of
Health, Labour and Welfare, will later read the message from Mr.
Kenichiro Ueno, the Minister of Health, Labor and Welfare. Mr.
Mizutani, thank you in advance.

Our country is entering the era of the 100-year life, so it is more
important than ever to create a society where everyone can live
with dignity while supporting one another in the community.
Welfare equipment has evolved significantly alongside technology
innovation, serving as social infrastructure that supports the
realization of such a society.

In the field of long-term care and welfare, the biggest challenges
are to secure human resources and reduce the burden of carers.
The effective use of ICT, robotic technologies and welfare
equipment is the key to improve the quality of services and to
create a worker-friendly environment.

At this exhibition, in addition to a comprehensive display of the
latest welfare equipment from Japan and abroad, a special
exhibition to promote dissemination and development of welfare
equipment, along with seminars on its appropriate use will be
held. We invite you to feel and experience a future where
technology and welfare merge.



As social security and welfare systems face a turning point, the
HCR forum will serve as a platform to discuss international trends
in welfare for people with disabilities and the direction of welfare
in the Reiwa era.

Finally, expressing our sincere gratitude to all those involved who
contributed to making this exhibition possible and hoping that this
exhibition will serve as a stepping stone toward “Opening Up a
New Future of Welfare,” | hereby declare the opening of the 53rd
International Home Care and Rehabilitation Exhibition H.C.R.2026 .



